
 
 
 
Dear Colleague- 

  

We're so excited to kick off the 2017 Bank On National Conference today at Washington, DC's 

beautiful Newseum!  

 

Today's conference marks several exciting milestones and exciting new resources in 

maturing Bank On efforts, both nationally and locally, to connect residents to safe, affordable 

mainstream bank and credit union accounts.  

 

Over 200 Bank On coalition program leads and their community partners, city administrators, 

financial institutions large and small, federal banking regulators, national nonprofit 

organizations, philanthropic partners, and consumer advocates have gathered together to 

discuss best practices and shared goals. Our welcome keynote speaker is Federal Deposit 

Insurance Corporation Chairman Martin J. Gruenberg; our afternoon keynote address will be 

provided by Grovetta Gardineer, Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, Senior Deputy 

Comptroller for Compliance and Community Affairs. 

   

Today, the CFE Fund is thrilled to announce that 9 financial institutions now have accounts 

certified as meeting Bank On National Account Standards; these accounts are now available at 

over 24,000 branches in 49 states and Washington, DC. Newly certified accounts include: Dart 

Bank's Bank On Checking Account, First Commonwealth Bank's SmartPay Card, First National 

Bank's Access Debit Account, and KeyBank's Hassle-Free Account, joining Bank of America's 

Safe Balance Banking account, Chase Liquid, Citi's Access Account, U.S. Bank's Safe Debit 

Account, and Wells Fargo's EasyPay Card. Financial institutions can submit online for 

certification, at no charge, accounts that they believe meet the Bank On National Account 

Standards for review by our validation partner, the National Consumer Law Center.  

 

In support of these critical local efforts beyond today's conference, the CFE Fund is also 

providing multiple grant opportunities to support local coalition success, including a new 

Fellowship program, capacity grant funding, and more. The CFE Fund is proud to announce our 

updated Bank On website, a new Bank On listserv to facilitate and continue conversations and 

sharing of best practices across the field, and accompanying new chapters in our Bank On 

Playbook. In addition, the CFE Fund unveiled a national Bank On data portal into which financial 

institutions with certified accounts could report basic information underscoring the vitality of the 

accounts. Check out the website -- and join the listserv now!  

   



Banking access is fundamental to financial success. Thank you to those participating in today's 

conference, and for your work, your energy, and your commitment to ensuring that all 

consumers can access appropriate mainstream financial accounts.  

  

Jonathan Mintz 
President and CEO, Cities for Financial Empowerment Fund 
 

 

 

 


